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TELEVISION REVIEW tory seems to have anyway

Warhol in his

followers’ eyes

The Factory’s denizens
also get to talk about
themselves in a series
that offers a picture of
bohemians in their age.

ROBERT LLOYD
TELEVISION CRITIC

I wouldn’t have lasted even
15 minutes in Andy Warhol’s fa-
mous Factory, being of a retir-
ing and abstemious nature and
possessing not even the glam-
our of a Ken doll. But I've had
my nose pressed to the window
of that studio/salon/scene ever
since I fell in love with the Vel-
vet Underground (the Factory
house band). There are a lot of
us peeking in.

The latest retelling of this
oft-told tale, set at the intersec-
tion of art and life, is “Andy
Warhol’'s Factory People,” a
three-part documentary series
that begins tonight on Qvation
TV (self-described as “the only
network dedicated to art, cul-
ture and creativity”). It’s part
of a “programming event” that
also includes the biopics “Bas-
quiat,” in which David Bowie
plays Warhol, and “I Shot Andy
Warhol,” featuring my favorite
fake Andy, Jared Harris; docu-
mentaries on Velvets Lou Reed
and John Cale; and tangen-
tially relevant films on artists
Jeff Koons and Ray Johnson
(the excellent “How to Draw a
Bunny”). On Thanksgiving
Day, “Factory People” will play
all day long, a Warholian thing
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to do. And Thanksgiving is ap-
propriate, as this is a story
more than anything about fam-
ily.

What makes this Warhol
documentary, directed by
Catherine O’Sullivan Shorr,
slightly different from other
Warhol documentaries is its
avowed bottom-up approach:
Warhol as a function of his fol-
lowers is the idea. (“Factory
People” assumes you already
know your Andy.) Of course,
this is true to some degree of
any film about this artist, given
the fact that he’s no longer
around to speak for himself,
and even when he was he pre-
ferred utterance to explication,
and also given the use he made
of those around him. But this
time the interview subjects get
to talk about themselves, and
each other, a little more than
usual.

There are lots of photos and

film clips, both by and of War-
hol — who would have turned
80 this year — but it’s the inter-
views, most of them new, that
that tell the tale. There are
Warhol assistant Gerard Ma-
langa, unofficial Factory fore-
man Billy Name, biographer
Victor Bockris (who calls the
Factory “the most intelligent
art commune in the world”),
“superstars” Ultra Violet, Mary
Woronov and Holly Woodlawn,
actors Allen Midgette and Tay-
lor Mead, and Velvets Reed and
Nico.

There is naturally some dis-
agreement among the sub-
jects, especially given the pas-
sage of 40 years, but the Fac-

Account: 14152 (18)
CA-352

been a place of contradiction.
Warhol’s own disinclination to
set down rules or adjudicate
disputes left his helpers and
hangers-on — the young, the
restless and the formerly insti-
tutionalized, the “disinherited
people like me” in Mead’s
words — to sort things out for
themselves, not always suc-
cessfully. (There were more
than a few suicides among
them.) It was a place of refuge
where everyone was tested; a
party where work got done. (“It
was really very tedious,” says
Woronov of Factory life.) War-
hol is portrayed here, as else-
where, as double-natured: a
lazy workaholic, a passive ma-
nipulator, a generous skinflint.
His nickname, “Drella,” com-
bined Cinderella and Dracula.

The film lacks poetry some-
what — it’s never as evocative
as, say, a song by the Velvet
Underground, whose sound is
borrowed for the soundtrack —
but the images keep their glam-
our. Most successfully, “Fac-
tory People” is a picture of bo-
hemians in their age. Some
have fared better than others,
but a remarkable many have
survived to remember: It was
the best of times, it was the
worst of times, the film and its
subjects say — but anyway, it
was a time.
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‘Andy Warhol’s
Factory People’
(Parts 1, 2 and 3)

Where: Ovation TV

When: 5 and 8 p.m. today,
Tuesday and Wednesday

Rating: Not rated
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